
Macomb Community College

Official Course Syllabus

RSPT-1085 - Respiratory Therapy Procedures 1
Credits: 5.00
Prerequisite: Adm ission into the Respiratory Therapy program , and grade C or better in BIO L-2710, and BIO L-
2730 or BIO L-2400
Corequisite: RSPT-1050 and RSPT-1060 

Course Description

(replaces RSPT 1081 and RSPT 1090) RSPT-1085 introduces the patient care process. Topics include patient 
assessm ent, cardiopulm onary diagnostics and m onitoring techniques, infection control and safety, and 
protocols and docum entation used in the practice of respiratory therapy. Students develop psychom otor skills 
in respiratory therapy procedures.  (6 contact hrs) Center Cam pus. Fall sem ester only.

Outcomes and Objectives

OUTCOME 1: Upon com pletion of this course, students w ill be able to use chart review , interview  techniques, 
and patient assessm ent to gather the patient data used in the developm ent of a patient care plan. Preferred 
w ording w ould be: Upon com pletion of this course, students w ill be able to develop a patient care plan.

OBJECTIVES: 
1. List the com m on sections of a patient chart and explain the com ponents of each.
2. Describe the com ponents of the Respiratory Care Practitioner (RCP) patient interview .
3. List the categories of a patient “system ” assessm ent done by a Respiratory Therapist (RT).
4. Perform  the essential steps for Respiratory Care procedures.
5. Dem onstrate how  to obtain vital signs.
6. Dem onstrate proper technique for auscultation, palpation and percussion.
7. List the four critical life functions and describe how  they are assessed and corrected.
8. List and describe the six prim ary sym ptom s of pulm onary disease and give som e exam ples of abnorm alities 
in lung function associated w ith these com m on pulm onary sym ptom s.

OUTCOME 2: Upon com pletion of this course, students w ill be able to explain and dem onstrate the proper use 
of cardiopulm onary diagnostic devices and interpret the data provided.

OBJECTIVES: 
1. Describe the indications for, dem onstrate the ability to set up, m aintain, and interpret the data from  basic 
respiratory therapy non-invasive m onitors such as:
a. Pulse oxim eter
b. Capnograph
c. CO  Device
d. FENO  Device
e. Transcutaneous m onitor
f. Apnea M onitor
2.  Interpret the values obtained for sim ple laboratory testing.
3. Dem onstrate the basic steps for chest radiograph interpretation and the ability to identify basic norm al  
structures and basic abnorm alities.
4.  Dem onstrate the ability to interpret the inform ation obtained from  a radiology report.

OUTCOME 3: Upon com pletion of this course, the student w ill be able to discuss the different procedures 
involved in the safe and appropriate adm inistration of respiratory care and perform  the different procedures 
follow ing appropriate infection control and safety techniques.

OBJECTIVES: 
1. Dem onstrate proper technique for infection control
2. Describe and perform  proper body m echanics techniques for m oving objects and m oving patients.
3. Describe the m ethods used to prevent shock hazards in patient situations.
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4. Dem onstrate safe use of oxygen and electrical equipm ent. 
5. Explain how  to m inim ize fire hazards.
6. Explain the purpose of and the inform ation found on a m aterial safety data sheet.

OUTCOME 4: Upon com pletion of this course, the student w ill be able to dem onstrate proper docum entation 
of respiratory therapy procedures.

OBJECTIVES: 
1. Describe the m edical and legal issues associated w ith a m edical record.
2. Dem onstrate the ability to follow  a therapist-driven protocol.
3. Dem onstrate the ability to perform  traditional charting, S.O .A.P.I.E.R. (Subjective, O bjective, Assessm ent, 
Plan, Intervention, Evaluation, and Revision) notes and com puter charting.

Common Degree Outcomes

X 1. The graduate can integrate the know ledge and technological skills necessary to be a successful learner.
X 2. The graduate can dem onstrate how  to think com petently.
   3. The graduate can dem onstrate how  to em ploy m athem atical know ledge.
X 4. The graduate can dem onstrate how  to com m unicate properly.
X 5. The graduate is sensitive to issues relating to a diverse, global society.

Course Assessments

Com prehensive m idterm  and final exam  com pared to a pre-course test.  Self-evaluation of skills pre and post 
course.

Course Content Outline

M odule A - Day in the Life of a Respiratory Therapist 
M odule B - M edical Term inology
M odule C - An O verview  of the Patient Care Process
M odule D - Infection Control & Safety
1. Infection Control
2. Disaster Preparedness
3. Safety Goals
4. Body M echanics
5. O ccupational Safety
6. Electrical Safety
7. Fire Safety
M odule E - Patient Assessm ent
1. Initial Patient Contact
2. Chart Review
3. Interview
4. Initial Im pression
5. Respiratory Assessm ent
6. Cardiac Assessm ent
7. Abdom inal, Renal, Extrem ities
M odule F – Non-invasive diagnostic m onitoring and testing

Department Contacts

Prim ary Faculty: Alstead, M ary
Secondary Faculty: Zahodnic, Richard
Associate Dean: Pieczynski, Bernadette

Page 2 of 2

7/21/2015https://my.macomb.edu/sites/cw/SitePages/Credit%20Syllabi%20by%20Subject%20-%20...


